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BETTER BUS COALITION PROPOSES BUS-ONLY LANE ON MAIN STREET  

 
Cincinnati, OH - Downtown traffic congestion is a significant barrier to operating an on-time, efficient bus 
system in Cincinnati.  
 
Bottlenecks for buses entering and departing downtown, particularly during peak hours, create a ripple 
effect throughout the entire system, making it more difficult for bus riders to arrive at work on time, pick up 
children from childcare, or make it to the doctor’s office.  
 
Each day, more than 1,000 buses and 24,000 bus riders travel on Main Street between 5th Street and 
Central Parkway. During peak hours, more than 60 buses use this corridor each hour, including the 
Metro*Plus, the top 5 ridership routes in the system, and 7 express routes. 
 
By comparison, 5,000-6,000 cars use Main each day, carrying an estimated 8,000-10,000 passengers.  
 
A bus-only lane on Main between 5th and Central during peak hours with signal priority would 
reduce bus travel times from 3-15 minutes to a consistent 3 minutes, significantly increasing the 
reliability of Metro’s bus system as a whole.  
 
No parking spots or loading zones would be eliminated as the right lane on Main is currently a travel lane 
during peak hours. See the next page for an image of the proposed Main Street bus-only lane. In addition 
to the bus-only lane, buses would have signal priority at four intersections between 5th and Central. 
 
Bus riders are valuable contributors to the Cincinnati economy and choose to utilize a more efficient, 
environmentally-friendly mode of transportation every day.  
 
The Better Bus Coalition calls on Cincinnati City Council to move forward with a Main Street bus lane pilot 
project during peak hours to improve the flow of transportation in downtown Cincinnati and increase the 
reliability of our bus system.  
 

The Better Bus Coalition will be presenting this proposal to City Council’s Education, Innovation, & 
Growth Committee today at 2:00 PM (801 Plum Street, Room 300). 

 
 

 
About Better Bus Coalition  

 
The Better Bus Coalition is a grassroots organization supporting investment in the Southwest Ohio 
Regional Transportation Authority’s Metro bus system. The Better Bus Coalition meets at Japp’s since 
1879 in Over-The-Rhine on Wednesdays at 5:30 PM. All are welcome to attend the organization’s 
meetings and join the group. Visit www.betterbuscoalition.org for additional information or follow us on 
social media: @BetterBusCo. 
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Bus-only lane and signal priority on Main between 5th Street and Central Parkway 
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